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HEXTERRA ENERGY Corp. president Jonathan Fhone, kel talks with Jim Baskerville, Tolko's reglonal manager lor veneer and phrsood.

RE'S A HUGE AMOUNT OF POSSIBILITIES OU|

Gas plant officially opens

By MICHELE YOUMNG
Dady News Statt Reporter

Officials had a gas Friday as
they toured the new gasification
plant at ‘Todko's Hefiley Creek ve-
nseeer gl phywood plang,

The chtourage included B.C,
Energy and Mines Minister Clifd
Meufedd.

The gasification plant iuwrns
wikkle wood from the operation
InEG “symgas,” which is then con-
vered into cheap, clean thermal
enersy.

Theie technobogy will sive Tolko
an estimated 51.5 million per
year, which amounis o 40 per
cent of its natrnl-gas costs,

Jim Baskerville, Tolko's region-

al manager for veneer and ply-
wood operations, said thar's 40
per cent saved, G0 per cent o go.

The new technology abso saves
the environment from 12,000
wnnes of greenhouses gases per
Ve

Simitlar |'_|-|.'|nlr- ol |l oot €5
million to $10 million o build, he
estimated,

In Tolko's case, the federal gov-
sriamaent i.'h||:lill'|:| in £2 million
and the province added about
£100,000 to the pie because
thers was research and develop-
ment invialved.

MNeuleld said he'd hike to See
other, bigger gasification planis
built now that Tolko's ix estnb-
I

“There's o huge amount of pos-
sibilities out there,” he said, refer-
ring nod just to operations such
as Tolke's but also to the fact thar
B.C. is having to find ways to deal
with all the pine-heetle-killed
wiood in e prosinee and zasifi-
caton m|:.:|1t IH" (%154 p.|||! aif e
Answer,

MNexterra Energy Corp. devel-
oped the technoloey used in the
gasification |rI.'|r||:. Prazident
Jonathan Rhone eredited
Baskerville with raking a chanoe
of the new sysiem,

Baskerville explained that
while Mexterra built a small-scabe
pilot of the plant for trials for a
yizar, there was nodthing for him
to see up and running when

Tolko decided o jump on board.

“Me couldn’t go and see this
operating somewhere ¢lse,” he
said, “We had to look at pic-
tures.”

Rhone agreed with Newfeld
that there will be more such
plants biiils in the Rture,

“This projsct 15 not a one-off,
It’s & real springboard for this
cormpany,” he said,

“We believe gasification has a
robi fr Pl i cRir energy urune”

He lauded Todko [or getting in-
valved in the project, which anw
the plang actually stire up in May,
Friday's event marked the official
grand opening.

“They're o remendous bunch
of doers," he eabd,



