
 

 
NEXTERRA RECEIVES ORDER FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

FOR BIOMASS HEAT AND POWER SYSTEM 
 
Vancouver, BC – August 17, 2010 – Nexterra Systems Corp. (Nexterra), a leading supplier 
of biomass gasification systems, announced today that it has signed a multi-million dollar 
agreement with the University of British Columbia (UBC) to supply and install a biomass 
combined heat and power (CHP) system at UBC’s Vancouver campus. This is the first 
installation of its kind in North America and follows three years of collaboration between 
Nexterra and GE’s Jenbacher gas engine division. 
 
The new CHP system will convert urban wood waste into clean burning, combustible synthetic 
gas or “syngas” using Nexterra’s proprietary gasification and syngas conditioning 
technologies. The syngas will be directly fired into a GE internal combustion engine to produce 
2 MW of electricity. Waste heat will be recovered from the engine to produce 9,000 lbs/hour of 
low pressure steam. Emissions from the system will be well below local air emissions limits 
and the system will have a conversion efficiency of more than 65%. 
 
The electricity generated by the new system will be distributed throughout the campus to meet 
a portion of UBC’s electricity demand. The steam produced will offset about 15% of the natural 
gas currently used by UBC for district heating. UBC’s greenhouse gas emissions will be 
lowered by 4,000 tonnes per year. Wood fuel used to run the plant will be supplied by the City 
of Vancouver and other local companies from tree trimmings and other urban wood waste 
diverted from the landfill. The project, previously announced in February, is scheduled for 
commissioning in Q4 2011. 
 
“We are delighted to finalize this agreement and move into the implementation phase of this 
project,” said Pierre Ouillet, UBC’s Vice President of Finance, Resources and Operations. “We 
have developed a terrific partnership with Nexterra. Their technology is a great fit with our 
clean energy and climate action goals and we are very grateful for the tremendous support we 
have received from all project partners including the Province of BC, the federal government, 
City of Vancouver, FPInnovations, BC Bioenergy Network and Sustainable Development 
Technology Canada.” 
 
“We are very pleased to see the commercialization of a new generation of biomass power 
systems happening in British Columbia,” said Harvie Campbell, Chair of the Clean Power 
Association of BC and Executive VP of Pristine Power. “With a 50% increase in fuel efficiency 
compared to conventional biomass power plants that use steam turbine technology, the 
Nexterra CHP system has the potential to become the new industry standard for biomass heat 
and power and has replication potential across BC, North America and in export markets.” 
 
“We are thrilled to have such a dynamic and committed partner as UBC,” said Jonathan 
Rhone, CEO of Nexterra. “This is a big milestone for Nexterra and the agreement clearly 
signals UBC’s intention to become a leading centre for commercialization of clean energy 
technologies through a new model of partnership with the private sector. We also very much 
appreciate the outstanding support we’ve had from all the partners who’ve help get this project 
to the finish line.” 
 



 
About The University of British Columbia – The University of British Columbia is one of 
Canada's largest and most prestigious public research and teaching institutions. Located in the 
Pacific Rim gateway of Vancouver, one of the world's great cities, and in the Interior city of 
Kelowna, UBC is a global centre of research and learning. UBC is consistently ranked among 
the world’s 40 best universities, one of only two Canadian universities in this category. It is 
ranked within the top 10 North American universities, and first among Canadian universities, in 
terms of the number of U.S. life sciences patents and the quality of activity generated from 
those patents, including spin-off company creation. From its beginnings as an early adopter in 
campus sustainability, UBC has fostered a thriving community of sustainability researchers, 
teachers and students, and operational experts. UBC is now turning itself into a living 
laboratory and innovation hub in environmental sustainability by combining its sustainability 
leadership in teaching, research, and operations. For more information: www.ubc.ca 

 
About Nexterra Systems Corp. – Nexterra Systems Corp. is a leading supplier of biomass 
gasification systems that generate heat and power for institutional and industrial customers. 
Nexterra’s thermal gasification systems are commercially proven including projects at the 
University of South Carolina, Dockside Green, US Department of Energy, Kruger Products, the 
University of Northern BC and Tolko Industries. Nexterra is a private company based in 
Vancouver, Canada. For more information: www.nexterra.ca 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Nexterra Systems Corp. 
Darcy Quinn, Manager, Marketing and Business Development 
Email: dquinn@nexterra.ca 
Direct: 604-629-1026 
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